In September 2012, 193 delegates met in Kununurra, amid the spectacular scenery of the East Kimberley in Western Australia, for the 17th Biennial Conference of the Australian Rangeland Society. The Society has been dedicated since its inception to fostering communication between all with an interest in rangeland use and management whether as pastoralist, remote community resident, scientist, conservationist, administrator, tourist or miner. Providing an effective forum for such a diverse range of interests remains an ongoing challenge but the theme of this conference-celebrating diversity-reflects a continuing determination to recognise the range of stakeholders in the 80% of the nation's landmass that we commonly call rangelands, and to provide the forum for discourse that the founders of the Society (incidentally all from Western Australia) envisaged.
In keeping with this aim, the conference included nine sessions which covered global trends and their impact on rangelands, land use planning for multiple users and uses, livestock production systems, ecosystem function, assessment and monitoring, fire management and carbon sequestration, and policy development and implementation-these topics addressed through 32 podium presentations and 33 posters.
In addition, the program included a Question and Answer forum specifically designed for landholders in the form of a discussion panel whose members reflected a wide range of stakeholder interests. Such a session epitomises the discourse that the Society has sought to foster. Its success, and that of a similar session at the 16th conference, reflects not only an increasing openness and convergence of views among stakeholders in recent years but also affirms the value of the Society and the conference as a medium for these discussions.
This Special Issue contains papers drawn from all of the conference sessions, apart from fire management which will be the subject of another Special Issue in its own right. It could not claim, however, to be representative of the material presented at the conference. The scope of that material, which may be perused on the Society's website (www.austrangesoc.com.au), is far too broad to be circumscribed by the papers that follow. As much as anything, these represent invited and contributed papers which presented work that was substantially compete, rather than in progress as is to be expected of many conference contributions, and whose authors were prepared to develop their material beyond the strict limits set by the Organising Committee, and meet the time-lines set by the Editor. My sincere thanks to all of the authors who committed to that task.
